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Edmonton,  January  1st,  1928. 


To  His  Honour 

William  Egbert, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Alberta , 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 

SIR — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Sixteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Department  of  Railways  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1927. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Vernor  W.  Smith, 

Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEPUTY  MINISTER  OF  RAILWAYS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  RAILWAYS  AND  TELEPHONES 


Edmonton,  Alberta,  January  1st,  1928. 

The  Honourable  Vernor  W.  Smith, 

Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 

SIR — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Railways  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Railways 
and  Telephones  for  the  year  ending*  December  31st,  1927. 

Before  dealing  with  the  administration  and  operation  of 
the  Provincial  Government  Railways,  it  is  considered  advisable 
to  make  a  brief  reference  to  those  activities  of  a  purely  de¬ 
partmental  character  which  were  undertaken  during  the  year 
*  just  closed. 

The  necessity  for  creating  additional  sources  of  revenue 
in  the  territory  served  by  the  northern  railways  was  clearly 
recognized  when  The  Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway 
came  under  the  control  and  management  of  the  Provincial 
Government  in  the  year  1920,  and  the  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  to  stimulate  and  encourage  by  every  reason¬ 
able  means  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  con¬ 
tiguous  to  that  railway.  In  line  with  this  policy  the  Govern¬ 
ment  decided  to  undertake  drilling  operations  at  Waterways, 
the  northern  terminus  of  the  railway,  for  the  purpose  of  de¬ 
termining  the  presence  of  salt-bearing  formations,  and  a  con¬ 
tract  was  accordingly  entered  into  for  the  drilling  of  a  test 
well  on  the  Company’s  terminal  property  at  that  point.  By 
November  14th  this  test  well  had  been  drilled  to  a  depth  of 
311  feet,  when  adverse  weather  conditions  necessitated  a  tem¬ 
porary  cessation  of  operations.  Drilling  operations  will  be  re¬ 
sumed  within  the  near  future,  the  intention  being  to  continue 
the  well  to  such  depth  as  may  be  necessary  to  definitely  deter¬ 
mine  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  salt  deposits  at  this  point. 

Since  the  assumption  of  control  by  the  Province  of  the  Ed¬ 
monton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.,  and  Central  Canada  Railways  on 
November  11th,  1926,  there  has  been  a  noticeable  revival  of 
public  interest  in  the  north  country,  accompanied  by  renewed 
confidence  in  the  part  that  could  be  taken  by  the  northern 
railways  in  its  future  development  if  given  the  full  opportun¬ 
ity.  This  renewed  interest  was  expressed  in  practical  terms 
by  a  large  influx  of  settlers  into  the  Peace  River  and  Grande 
Prairie  districts  during  the  past  year,  and  by  many  evidences 
of  expansion  throughout  the  northern  country  on  the  part  of 
agricultural  and  industrial  interests.  It  was  accordingly 
anticipated  that  offers  would  probably  be  received  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Provincial  railways,  and  with  the  object  of  assist¬ 
ing  the  Government  in  the  consideration  of  such  offers,  it  was 
considered  advisable  to  undertake  a  physical  valuation  of  ail 
the  Provincial  Government  railways.  The  work  of  carrying 
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out  this  physical  valuation  was  therefore  undertaken  during 
the  year,  the  objective  being  to  arrive  at  the  fair  cost  of  re¬ 
placing  the  various  railways,  with  their  rolling  stock  and 
equipment,  at  prices  prevailing  for  labor  and  material  at  the 
present  time,  less  the  depreciation  of  structures  and  material 
estimated  to  have  occurred  since  the  various  portions  of  the 
different  railways  were  constructed. 

A  summary  of  the  statements  comprising  this  physical 
valuation  gave  the  following  result: 


Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Railway . $14,574,969.78 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  3,721,768.31 

Pembina  Valley  Railway  .  824,968.37 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway .  9,578,239.06 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway  .  2,122,960.55 


Grand  Total . $30,822,906.07 


A  descriptive  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  on  the 
Provincial  Government  railways  during  the  year  is  presented 
hereafter  under  the  heading  of  each  of  the  railways  compris¬ 
ing  the  present  system. 

The  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  and  British  Columbia  Railway. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  sum  of  $418,- 
950.00  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  re-conditioning 
the  property  of  the  Company,  eliminating  deferred  mainten¬ 
ance  and  providing  for  the  necessary  capital  expenditures.  It 
was  further  anticipated  that  as  the  year  proceeded  an  oper¬ 
ating  surplus  would  accumulate  which  would  also  be  avail¬ 
able  for  the  same  purpose.  The  actual  net  operating  surplus 
for  the  year,  after  deducting  all  expenditures  incurred  in  re¬ 
conditioning  and  deferred  maintenance,  but  including  hire  of 
equipment  and  taxes,  amounted  to  $339,902.34,  and  this  avail¬ 
able  surplus  was  accordingly  applied  to  the  purchase  of  ad¬ 
ditional  rolling  stock,  and  to  additional  re-conditioning  works, 
the  need  for  which  became  increasingly  apparent  as  the  sea¬ 
son  advanced.  New  locomotives,  of  which  five  were  acquired 
during  the  year,  have  been  an  important  element  in  the  satis¬ 
factory  operating  results  obtained  under  the  first  full  year 
of  Provincial  Government  operation,  and  have  fully  justified 
the  capital  outlay  entailed  in  their  purchase. 

Ties  to  the  number  of  246,605  were  renewed  during  the 
season.  This  is  an  exceptionally  heavy  renewal,  but  was 
found  imperatively  necessary,  and  further  heavy  tie  replace¬ 
ments  will  be  required  during  the  coming  season  before  the 
accumulation  of  deferred  maintenance  in  this  respect  has  been 
eliminated.  A  large  number  of  switch  ties  were  also  replaced. 

Approximately  45,700  tie  plates  were  placed  on  curves  of 
5  degrees  and  over,  while  1,197  pairs  of  centre  angle-bars 
were  applied  at  various  points  to  prevent  creeping  track. 

Since  the  year  1922  a  total  of  only  10,810  cubic  yards  of 
ballast  had  been  distributed  on  this  railway,  and  it  was  con¬ 
sequently  necessary  to  undertake  extensive  ballasting  opera¬ 
tions  for  the  purpose  of  re-conditioning  the  roadbed,  and 
placing  the  track  in  a  safe  condition  for  operation.  A  total 
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of  123,286  cubic  yards  of  ballast  was  distributed  and  placed 
in  the  track  during  the  season,  of  which  amount  103,364  cubic 
yards  were  used  for  re-conditioning  purposes,  and  19,922 
cubic  yards  for  new  side  tracks,  wyes,  and  other  purposes. 
This  ballast  was  obtained  from  ballast  pits  at  Mile  14,  A.  & 
G.  W.  Rly.,  Mile  272  and  Mile  299,  E.,  D.  &  B.  C.  Rly.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  this  ballast 
was  distributed  at  a  cost  of  sixty-four  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
this  cost  including  all  rental  of,  and  repairs  to,  equipment 
used  in  connection  with  these  operations. 

Very  extensive  repairs  were  found  to  be  necessary  to  the 
bridges,  trestles  and  culverts  on  this  railway,  an  amount  of 
$44,856.73  being  expended  in  this  direction  during  the  sea¬ 
son.  This  condition  was  due  to  insufficient  repairs  during  pre¬ 
vious  seasons,  and  also  to  the  use  of  jackpine  piling  driven  by 
the  former  management,  this  piling,  owing  to  its  limited  life, 
requiring '  extensive  renewals  in  1927  wherever  it  had  been 
used.  Seventy-five  bridges  were  repaired  in  the  course  of  the 
season,  80  bents  being  cut  off  and  framed,  and  53  bents  being 
entirely  re-driven.  A  total  of  188,257  F.B.M.  of  timber,  and 
11,370  lineal  feet  of  piling  and  posts  were  used  in  these 
bridge  repairs. 


New  pile  bridges  were  constructed  at  the  following  points: 


Mile  223.8 
Mile  229.9 
Mile  230.9 
Mile  234.6 
Mile  234.8 
Mile  288.8 
Mile  295.1 
Mile  305.1 


3  bents 
8  bents 
3  bents 
5  bents 

5  bents 
10  bents 
10  bents 

6  bents 


The  above  bridges  required  6,350  lineal  feet  of  piling  and 
82,802  F.B.M.  of  timber. 

Flood  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  East  and  West  Prairie 
Rivers  were  unusually  severe  during  the  summer,  the  former 
covering  the  track  twice,  and  the  latter  six  times,  in  the  course 
of  the  season.  On  June  24th,  50  feet  of  embankment  at  Mile 
234.8  and  500  feet  at  Mile  230.0  were  washed  out,  and  on 
July  7th,  100  feet  at  Mile  229.9.  These  washouts  necessitated 
the  construction  of  five  new  pile  bridges,  having  a  total  of  24 
bents.  Embankments  were  weakened  and  sides  washed  by 
flow  of  water  at  numerous  other  points  affected  by  these 
rivers,  and  it  was  necessary  to  place  a  total  of  4,000  cubic 
yards  of  ballast  and  1,279  cubic  yards  of  rock  to  repair  the 
damage  created  by  these  exceptional  flood  conditions. 

Heavy  repairs  and  replacements  were  found  to  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  log  culverts  throughout  this  line,  a  large  number 
being  found  in  a  rotten  condition,  and  many  of  them  having 
already  collapsed.  A  total  of  5,067  lineal  feet  of  corrugated 
galvanized  iron  pipe  was  used  for  replacement  purposes, 
while  a  further  458  lineal  feet  was  placed  in  new  side  tracks, 
new  access  roads,  and  new  public,  farm  and  private  crossings. 
In  addition  to  these  culverts  a  total  of  1,547  lineal  feet  of  cor¬ 
rugated  galvanized  iron  pipe  was  used  to  replace  wooden  cul¬ 
verts  under  highway,  farm  and  private  crossings.  New  box 
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culverts,  having  a  total  length  of  280  lineal  feet  were  also 
placed  in  new  side  tracks,  access  roads  and  farm  crossings. 

In  order  to  provide  adequate  trackage  accommodation  and 
facilitate  the  economical  movement  of  traffic,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  construct  new  trackage  having  a  total  length  of  6.37 
miles,  this  trackage  consisting  of  the  following : 

Team  track  in  Dunvegan  Yards,  Edmonton; 

Wye  at  Carbondale ; 

Coal  dock  track  at  Busby; 

Passing  track  and  team  track  at  Westlock; 

Extension  to  No.  1  track  and  new  No.  2  track  at  Smith; 

Private  spur  for  Dominion  Government  Fish  Hatchery  at 
Mile  176.7; 

Four  new  side-tracks,  auxiliary  track  and  caboose  track 
at  McLennan ; 

Extension  of  elevator  track  at  Girouxville ; 

New  wye  and  No.  2  north  track  at  Watino; 

Tank  spur  extended  at  Manir; 

Passing  track,  elevator  track  and  coal  dock  track  at  Ry- 
croft ; 

Extensions  of  passing  track  and  elevator  track  at  Sex- 
smith  ;  and 

Extensions  to  wye  at  Wembley. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work,  800  ft.  of  the  passing  track 
at  Jarvie,  and  700  ft.  of  the  passing  track  at  Wanham  were 
taken  up  and  re-laid  at  29  ft.  centers,  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  new  elevators  at  those  points. 

The  construction  of  the  above-mentioned  tracks,  and  the 
necessary  access  roads  and  drainage  ditches,  involved  the 
movement  of  49,444  cubic  yards  of  material. 

A  total  of  1.41  miles  of  trackage  was  also  picked  up  from 
various  points  where  it  was  not  needed,  the  salvaged  material 
being  utilized  in  new  tracks. 

New  right-of-way  fencing  was  constructed  at  a  number 
of  points  on  the  line  where  required,  approximately  11  miles 
of  new  fencing  being  erected  in  the  course  of  the  season.  Con¬ 
siderable  repairs  to  right-of-way  fencing  were  also  carried  out 
on  the  First  and  Second  Districts.  New  snow-fencing  was  pro¬ 
vided  and  the  original  snow-fencing  repaired  and  re-con¬ 
ditioned  wherever  necessary,  9,430  lineal  feet  of  new  snow¬ 
fencing  being  constructed  and  22,800  lineal  feet  of  snow- 
fence  re-conditioned. 

A  portable  station  building,  12  feet  by  32  feet,  fitted  for 
the  accommodation  of  an  agent,  was  placed  at  Falher,  the 
original  station-shelter  being  moved  and  set  up  beside  the  new 
station  building  for  use  as  a  freight  and  baggage  room.  A 
new  station  platform,  150  feet  in  length,  was  also  constructed 
at  this  point.  The  portable  station  building  and  freight  shed 
at  Rycroft  were  moved  to  a  more  satisfactory  location,  and 
a  new  platform,  150  feet  in  length,  constructed  at  the  new 
location.  A  shelter-station  and  55  feet  of  platform  were  pro¬ 
vided  at  Faust. 
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Sectionmen’s  bunk  houses,  12  feet  by  32  feet,  were  con¬ 
structed  and  placed  at  Busby,  Pickardville,  and  High  Prairie, 
while  a  section  foreman’s  bunk  house  with  lean-to  addition 
was  also  provided  at  Busby.  A  cottage-type  bunk  house,  size 
24  feet  by  26  feet,  was  constructed  at  Smith  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  enginemen  when  laying  over  at  that  point. 

A  standard  tool  house  was  placed  at  Busby,  and  a  coal 
dock,  16  feet  by  56  feet,  was  constructed  at  Rycroft. 

A  new  earth-filled  loading  platform  was  constructed  at 
Westlock,  while  a  temporary  earth-filled  loading  platform  was 
provided  at  Watino.  A  standard  two-pen  stockyard  was  con¬ 
structed  at  Falher. 

A  very  extensive  program  of  necessary  re-conditioning 
works,  and  additions  and  improvements  to  existing  station 
buildings,  roadway  buildings,  water  stations  and  miscellane¬ 
ous  structures  was  also  carried  out  during  the  season. 

On  April  18th,  1927,  fire  completely  destroyed  the  engine 
house,  machine  shop,  oil  house,  stores  building  and  sand  house 
at  McLennan.  The  loss  was  adequately  protected  by  insur¬ 
ance  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  replace  the  destroyed 
buildings.  A  four-stall  engine  house,  90  feet  by  80  feet,  with 
a  machine  shop  addition,  90  feet  by  40  feet,  was  constructed, 
together  with  a  standard  oil  house,  12  feet  by  30  feet,  and 
standard  sand  house. 

The  fire  which  destroyed  the  engine  house  and  machine 
shop  at  McLennan  also  consumed  the  10,000  gallon  temporary 
tank  which  was  in  the  engine  house,  making  a  new  tank 
necessary.  A  standard  25,000  gallon  enclosed  tank  was 
therefore  constructed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  engine  house. 
This  tank  obtains  its  supply  from  Round  Lake,  but  owing  to 
the  concentration  of  impurities  during  the  winter  months, 
making  the  water  very  unsatisfactory  for  locomotive  purposes, 
it  was  decided  to  excavate  a  5,000,000  gallon  storage  reservoir 
for  the  purpose  of  impounding  rain  and  snow  water.  Sufficient 
excavation  was  accomplished  before  the  freeze-up  to  impound 
1,500,000  gallons,  and  a  10,000  gallon  water  tank  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  within  the  next  two  weeks.  The  storage  reservoir 
will  be  completed  early  in  the  coming  season. 

On  account  of  the  necessity  for  terminal  facilities  at 
Rycroft,  a  pile  and  frame  dam  was  constructed  in  Spirit  River, 
just  west  of  that  point,  and  a  water  supply  consisting  of  a  10,- 
000  gallon  tank,  pump  house  and  pipe  line  constructed. 

Slides  in  the  vicinity  of  Lesser  Slave  Lake  and  on  the 
Smoky  River  and  Burnt  River  side-hills  were  unusually  active 
during  the  season,  6,994  cubic  yards  of  material  being  cleared 
by  contract  work.  A  mechanical  ditcher  was  also  used  for  a 
period  of  ten  days  on  the  Smoky  River  side-hills  and  at  Mile 
171.4.  It  was  also  necessary  to  carry  out  a  large  amount  of 
ditching,  a  total  of  51,047  lineal  feet  of  cut  ditches  being 
cleaned  out  by  team  work  or  section  forces,  the  equivalent  of 
15,300  cubic  yards  of  material. 

A  considerable  amount  of  retaining  piling  was  found  to  be 
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necessary  as  a  means  of  controlling  sliding  embankments, 
9,045  lineal  feet  of  piling  being  driven  at  various  points  on 
the  line. 

Owing  to  the  5.5  feet  rise  in  water  level  of  Lesser  Slave 
Lake,  bank  protection  work  was  required  in  order  to  resist 
wave  action  on  embankments.  A  total  of  2,500  lineal  feet 
of  cribwork  of  an  average  height  of  three  feet  was  construct¬ 
ed  of  old  bridge  ties  at  the  various  points  where  it  was  found 
necessary. 

The  increase  in  traffic  resulting  from  the  growth  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  north  country  necessitated  considerable  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  rolling-stock  of  this  railway,  and  with  the  object 
of  handling  this  increased  traffic  in  an  efficient  and  econo¬ 
mical  manner,  three  new  Decapod  type  locomotives  and  two 
new  Consolidation  type  locomotives  were  purchased  and 
placed  in  service  during  the  year.  Further  additions  to  the 
rolling-stock  of  this  line  consisted  of  two  sleeping  cars,  four 
passenger  coaches,  one  dining  car  and  four  steel  tank  cars. 

The  rolling-stock  already  in  use  on  this  railway  was  found 
to  be  in  need  of  very  considerable  re-conditioning.  Extensive 
repairs  were  made  to  four  locomotives,  three  sleeping  cars, 
and  two  passenger  coaches,  and  also  to  box  cars,  Hart  cars 
and  stock  cars  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Seventeen  standard  grain  elevators  were  erected  at  vari¬ 
ous  sidings  on  this  railway  during  the  season,  nine  of  these 
being  located  at  main  line  points,  and  eight  on  the  Grande 
Prairie  branch. 

The  operating  revenues  on  the  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  & 
B.  C.  Railway  for  the  year  1927  including  hire  of  equipment 
amounted  to  $1,336,598.83,  operating  revenues  for  1926  being 
$959,661.51.  The  year’s  operations  resulted  in  a  net  oper¬ 
ating  surplus  of  $339,902.34,  this  result  having  been  obtained 
notwithstanding  increases  in  wage  schedules  amounting  to 
nearly  $20,000  for  the  year.  In  1926  the  last  year  under 
the  previous  management,  there  was  an  operating  deficit  of 
$34,385.28,  after  deducting  re-conditioning  expenditures,  but 
including  hire  of  equipment  and  taxes. 

The  Central  Canada  Railway. 

The  matter  of  the  tie  replacements  was  found  to  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  urgency  on  this  railway  also,  a  total  of  35,256  ties 
being  renewed  in  the  course  of  the  season.  Practically  all  of 
these  ties  were  placed  between  Mileage  0  and  Mileage  72. 
Tie  plates  to  the  number  of  1,370  were  placed  on  curves  of  5 
degrees  and  over. 

A  total  of  1,734  cubic  yards  of  ballast  was  distributed  on 
this  railway,  of  which  1,220  cubic  yards  were  used  in  re-con¬ 
ditioning,  and  514  cubic  yards  in  new  track. 

Only  the  more  urgent  bridge  repairs  were  undertaken  on 
this  line  during  the  past  season,  7  bents  being  cut  off  and 
framed,  and  21  bents  being  entirely  re-driven.  A  total  of 
29,646  F.B.M.  of  timber,  and  2,920  lineal  feet  of  piling  was 
used  in  these  repairs. 
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Numerous  small  slides  on  the  Peace  River  hills  were  re¬ 
moved  by  team  and  hand  work,  2,600  track  feet  of  slides  and 
cut  ditches  being  cleared  by  this  method. 

Owing  to  its  unsuitable  location  and  inaccessibility,  the 
siding  at  McPherson  was  found  to  be  of  very  little  service  to 
the  settlers  in  the  adjacent  territory  who  desired  to  use  it  for 
shipping  purposes.  The  siding  was  therefore  removed  from 
its  former  location,  and  re-laid  at  Nampa,  about  3  miles  east, 
this  being  on  the  route  of  the  new  Peace  River  highway  and 
easily  accessible  to  settlers  in  the  surrounding  district.  A 
shelter-station  and  50  feet  of  platform  were  placed  at  the  new 
location,  and  a  combination  grain-loading  platform  and  stock- 
yard  was  also  constructed.  Two  standard  grain  elevators 
have  since  been  erected  at  Nampa,  and  there  is  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  siding  will  quickly  develop  into  an  active  grain¬ 
shipping  point  as  the  result  of  this  move. 

A  temporary  earth-filled  loading  platform  was  construct¬ 
ed  at  Judah. 

Approximately  12,000  lineal  feet  of  snow-fencing  was  re¬ 
conditioned  on  this  line,  and  repairs  were  made  to  all  water 
stations  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Two  steel-sheathed  baggage  cars  formerly  in  use  as  work 
equipment  were  re-conditioned  and  returned  to  use  in  pas¬ 
senger  train  service  as  baggage  cars,  and  another  baggage 
car  was  extensively  re-conditioned. 

Five  standard  grain  elevators  were  constructed  at  various 
points  on  the  Central  Canada  Railway  during  1927,  two  of 
these  being  at  Nampa. 

An  amount  of  $135,666.00  was  appropriated  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  esti¬ 
mated  re-conditioning  and  deferred  maintenance  expendi¬ 
tures,  and  for  providing  for  necessary  capital  expenditures 
and  an  estimated  operating  deficit  of  $75,000.00.  However, 
the  actual  operating  deficit,  after  deducting  re-conditioning 
and  deferred  maintenance  charges,  was  only  $66,234.44,  as 
compared  with  a  net  operating  deficit  of  $101,919.37  in  the 
year  1926,  these  amounts  in  each  case  including  hire  of  equip¬ 
ment  and  taxes.  Operating  revenues  on  this  railway  for  the 
year  1927  including  hire  of  equipment  amounted  to  $81,825.- 
16,  as  compared  with  $63,151.69  for  1926,  an  increase  of 
$18,673.47. 

The  Pembina  Valley  Railway. 

The  construction  of  this  railway  had  been  authorized  at 
the  1926  session  of  the  Legislature  (Chap.  62,  Stat.  1926), 
and  the  grading  had  been  sufficiently  completed  in  that  year 
to  permit  of  track  being  laid  as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the 
Pembina  River,  a  distance  of  19  miles.  At  this  point  a  bridge 
consisting  of  two  150-ft.  Howe  Truss  Spans  was  necessary, 
and  this  was  constructed  during  the  early  part  of  1927. 

Grading  operations  were  resumed  on  the  uncompleted 
portion  of  the  railway  in  the  spring,  and  although  consider¬ 
ably  retarded  by  unfavorable  weather  conditions  during  the 
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summer  and  fall,  the  grade  was  completed  and  track  laid  to 
Barrhead,  the  terminus  of  the  line  at  Mile  26.5,  by  September 
17th. 

The  track  was  laid  with  70-lb.  rail  from  Mile  0  to  Mile 
21.3,  and  with  60-lb.  rail  from  that  point  to  the  end  of  the 
line  at  Mile  26.5. 

Ballasting  operations  were  undertaken  simultaneously 
with  the  laying  of  track,  and  a  total  of  105,579  cubic  yards  of 
ballast  was  distributed  and  placed  in  the  track  before  the 
close  of  the  season.  This  ballast  was  hauled  from  the  pit  at 
Mile  14,  A.  &  G.  W.,  no  suitable  material  being  obtainable 
along  the  Pembina  Valley  Railway. 

A  pile  trestle  of  6  bents  was  constructed  at  Mile  20.7, 
and  another  of  8  bents  at  Mile  23.1. 

Side  tracks  were  constructed  at  Arvilla  (Mile  5.5),  High- 
ridge  (Mile  12.3),  Manola  (Mile  18.7),  and  Barrhead  (Mile 
26.1).  An  elevator  track,  warehouse  track,  coal  track,  and 
wye  were  also  constructed  at  the  last-named  point. 

Approximately  fifteen  miles  of  right-of-way  were  fenced 
during  the  season  with  standard  woven-wire  fencing,  about 
twelve  miles  of  right-of-way  having  been  fenced  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

A  telephone  line  consisting  of  two  wires  supported  on 
poles  and  cross-arms  was  constructed  between  Busby  and 
Barrhead,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  miles. 

A  water  station  consisting  of  a  10,000  gallon  enclosed 
wooden  tank  and  obtaining  its  supply  from  the  Pembina 
River,  was  constructed  at  Mile  19  (Manola). 

A  water  station  had  been  constructed  at  Busby  during  the 
previous  season,  the  supply  being  obtained  from  a  well.  It 
was  found  advisable,  however,  to  obtain  a  source  of  supply 
more  suitable  for  locomotive  purposes,  and  with  this  object  in 
view  two  water  reservoirs  for  collecting  and  storing  surface 
drainage  were  excavated  by  means  of  a  drag-line  machine  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  water  tank,  these  reservoirs  having  a  stor¬ 
age  capacity  of  nearly  5,900,000  imperial  gallons.  The  re¬ 
servoirs  were  connected  with  the  water  tank  by  pipe  lines 
having  a  total  length  of  1,320  feet.  The  water  tank  being 
located  at  the  junction  of  The  Pembina  Valley  Railway  with 
the  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Railway,  this  water  station 
can  be  effectively  utilized  by  the  latter  railway  when  neces¬ 
sary. 

A  shelter-station  with  fifty  feet  of  platform  was  provided 
at  Arvilla,  while  a  portable  station  building,  12  feet  by  32 
feet,  with  100  feet  of  platform  was  constructed  at  both  High- 
ridge  and  Manola.  At  Barrhead  a  standard  type  “B”  station, 
size  24  feet  by  47  feet  was  erected,  this  structure  being  pro¬ 
vided  with  agent’s  living  quarters,  and  200  feet  of  platform, 
and  equipped  with  a  hot-air  heating  installation. 

Combination  grain-loading  platforms  and  stockyards  were 
constructed  at  Arvilla,  Highridge  and  Manola,  while  a  four- 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1927 


13 


car,  earth-filled  loading  platform  and  a  two-pen  stockyard 
were  provided  at  Barrhead. 

Standard  section  foreman’s  bunk  houses,  12  feet  by  32  feet, 
with  lean-to  additions  were  placed  at  Arvilla  and  Manola, 
while  sectionmen’s  bunk  houses  have  been  placed  at  Barr¬ 
head  and  Manola.  An  enginemen’s  bunk  house  has  been  jpro- 
vided  at  Barrhead,  and  a  standard  tool  house  was  placed  at 
Manola. 

The  townsite  of  Barrhead,  the  land  for  which  had  been 
acquired  and  subdivided  by  the  Government  in  the  previous 
year,  was  placed  on  the  market  early  in  the  spring.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  60  lots  comprising  this  subdivision  were 
quickly  disposed  of,  and  the  demand  for  additional  lots  was 
so  active  that  it  was  necessary  to  subdivide  a  further  area  of 
56  lots  to  accommodate  the  prospective  purchasers  in  this 
townsite.  The  lots  in  the  additional  subdivision  were  also 
largely  disposed  of  before  the  track  was  laid  to  Barrhead. 
The  streets  in  this  townsite  were  cleared  and  two  streets  were 
graded  by  the  Government  during  the  summer,  and  a  thriving 
village  with  a  population  of  approximately  250  is  now  in  exist¬ 
ence. 

The  Pembina  Valley  Railway  was  opened  for  the  carriage 
of  traffic  on  October  18th,  1927,  when  a  mixed  freight  and 
passenger  service  was  inaugurated  between  Edmonton  and 
Barrhead.  A  twice-a-week  service  is  in  effect  at  the  present 
time.  The  construction  of  this  line  has  resulted  in  a  pro¬ 
nounced  stimulation  of  development  in  the  territory  which  it 
was  designed  to  serve,  and  further  extensive  development  is 
anticipated  in  the  future.  Six  standard  grain  elevators  have 
already  been  constructed  on  this  railway,  four  of  these  being 
located  at  Barrhead  and  two  at  Manola. 

The  cost  of  The  Pembina  Valley  Railway  to  date,  includ¬ 
ing  material  on  hand  and  a  new  Consolidation  type  loco¬ 
motive  which  was  purchased,  is  $759,196.30,  this  sum  being 
$15,803.70  under  the  amount  appropriated. 

The  Alberta  and  Great  Waterways  Railway. 

Such  capital  expenditures  as  were  carried  out  on  the  Al¬ 
berta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  were  confined  almost  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  Edmonton  terminals,  where  numerous  additions 
and  improvements  were  effected  for  the  purpose  of  facili¬ 
tating  shop  and  yard  operations,  and  taking  care  of  the  in¬ 
creased  work  now  being  handled  at  these  terminals. 

The  coach  tracks  in  Edmonton  terminal  yards  were 
lengthened  by  a  total  of  1,500  track  feet,  the  Wye  tail  track 
was  lengthened  by  550  track  feet,  while  an  additional  184 
feet  of  coal  track  were  laid.  Three  hundred  and  forty-three 
track  feet  at  the  north  end  of  the  material  track  were  picked 
up  and  the  material  used  in  new  tracks. 

An  enginemen’s  bunk  house,  12  feet  by  32  feet,  and  a 
sectionmen’s  bunk  house  of  the  same  size  were  constructed  in 
these  yards,  while  additions  and  improvements  were  made  to 
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the  stores  building,  engine  house,  master  mechanic’s  office, 
tool  room,  oil  house,  and  car  paint  shop,  during  the  season. 

Ties  to  the  number  of  75,099  were  renewed  in  the  course 
of  the  season.  Of  this  number  32,091  were  placed  south  of 
Lac  la  Biche,  while  43,008  were  placed  between  that  point 
and  Waterways. 

Only  the  more  urgent  repairs  were  made  to  the  bridges 
on  this  line,  15  bents  being  cut  off  and  framed  on  those 
bridges  on  which  repairs  were  undertaken.  A  total  of  5,449 
F.B.M.  of  timber  and  250  lineal  feet  of  piling  were  used  on 
these  bridge  repairs.  Ninety  lineal  feet  of  corrugated  gal¬ 
vanized  iron  pipe  were  used  to  replace  decayed  log  culverts, 
while  21  log  culverts  were  repaired  and  placed  in  safe  condi¬ 
tion. 

A  small  quantity  of  ballast  was  placed  during  the  season, 
3,340  cubic  yards  being  hauled  by  sectionmen  with  push  cars, 
and  placed  at  various  points  between  Mile  127  and  271,  and 
a  further  422  cubic  yards  being  obtained  from  Mile  14  pit 
and  unloaded  between  Mile  5  and  Mile  11.  All  of  this  bal¬ 
last  was  put  under  the  track  by  section  forces. 

Bank  widening  was  carried  out  at  several  points  between 
Miles  13  and  42,  a  total  of  2,081  cubic  yards  being  hauled 
from  Mile  14  pit  for  this  purpose. 

New  public  crossings  were  graded  at  Mile  68.0  and  Mile 
69.6,  and  a  new  farm  crossing  was  installed  at  Mile  30. 

The  frame  structure  at  Lac  la  Biche  originally  used  by 
the  Northern  Construction  Company  as  an  office  building  in 
the  years  1920  and  1921  was  dismantled  and  the  salvaged 
material  shipped  to  Dunvegan  Yards. 

A  temporary  10,000  gallon  water  tank  and  dam  were 
constructed  at  Carbondale,  and  also  at  Mile  14,  for  use  in 
ballast  train  service  during  the  time  ballast  operations  were 
proceeding  at  Mile  14  pit.  These  temporary  water  tanks  have 
since  been  taken  down  and  will  be  used  at  other  points  on 
the  system.  Necessary  repairs  were  carried  out  at  all  water 
stations  on  this  railway. 

There  was  an  increase  in  operating  revenues  on  the  Al¬ 
berta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  of  $18,489.00,  operating 
revenues  for  the  year  1926  amounting  to  $297,434.07,  in¬ 
cluding  hire  of  equipment,  as  compared  with  $315,923.07  in 
1927.  The  year’s  operations  resulted  in  an  operating  surplus 
of  $32,757.75  as  against  an  operating  deficit  of  $21,405.33  in 
1926,  an  improvement  of  $54,163.10,  these  figures  in  each 
instance  including  hire  of  equipment  and  taxes.  This  satis¬ 
factory  outcome  is  largely  due  to  economies  made  possible 
by  the  consolidation  of  all  the  northern  railways  under  one 
management,  and  to  the  full  utilization  by  both  the  E.,  D.  & 
B.  C.  and  A.  &  G.  W.  Railways  of  the  facilities  afforded  at 
Dunvegan  Yards  terminals. 

Lacombe  and  North-Western  Railway. 

The  chief  activity  on  this  railway  during  the  year  in- 
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volved  the  completion  of  the  extension  from  Hoadley  to  Bre¬ 
ton,  the  legislation  authorizing  this  extension  having  been 
passed  at  previous  sessions  of  the  Legislature.  The  track  had 
been  laid  to  Breton  in  the  fall  of  the  previous  year,  but  only 
that  portion  from  Mile  49  to  Mile  60  had  been  ballasted.  Bal¬ 
lasting  operations  were  accordingly  resumed  as  early  as  prac¬ 
ticable  in  the  spring,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  line 
was  ballasted,  lifted,  and  surfaced  during  the  season.  A 
total  of  37,721  cubic  yards  of  ballast  was  distributed  and 
placed  in  the  track  on  the  Hoadley-Breton  extension,  while 
an  additional  3,796  cubic  yards  were  distributed  between 
Lacombe  and  Hoadley  at  various  points  where  needed.  All 
of  this  ballast  was  obtained  from  the  Company’s  gravel  pit  at 
Mile  37. 

The  right-of-way  was  fenced  with  standard  five-strand 
woven-wire  fencing  between  Mile  69.6  and  Mile  71.6. 

As  the  result  of  heavy  and  continuous  rains  during  the 
construction  period,  a  large  proportion  of  the  side  ditches 
along  the  new  extension  had  partially  filled  in,  and  con¬ 
sequently  were  not  draining  the  grade  in  a  satisfactory  man¬ 
ner.  These  ditches  were  therefore  cleaned  out  by  hand  work, 
and  additional  surface  ditches  were  also  constructed  in  the 
vicinity  of  all  cuts  where  the  need  for  further  drainage  had 
become  evident.  A  total  of  7,862  cubic  yards  was  excavated 
in  this  connection,  while  264  lineal  feet  of  corrugated  galvan¬ 
ized  iron  pipe  was  laid  to  facilitate  drainage. 

All  necessary  track  signs  were  placed  on  this  extension 
in  the  course  of  the  season. 

The  portable  station  building  formerly  located  at  Hoad¬ 
ley  was  moved  from  that  point  to  Winfield  for  use  as  an 
agent’s  dwelling. 

A  coal  dock,  size  8  feet  by  56  feet,  was  constructed  at 
Breton. 

A  private  siding,  515  feet  in  length  was  constructed  at 
Mileage  65.6  for  facilitating  lumber  shipments  from  a  saw¬ 
mill  operating  in  that  vicinity. 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  extension  to  Breton,  the 
wye  and  passing  track  at  Hoadley,  the  former  terminus  of 
the  line,  were  lifted  and  the  salvaged  rails  and  fastenings 
shipped  to  Edmonton  for  use  in  new  side  tracks  on  the  Ed¬ 
monton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Railway. 

On  the  older  portion  of  the  line  it  was  found  necessary 
to  undertake  considerable  ditching  in  order  to  improve  the 
drainage  of  the  road-bed,  and  a  total  of  3,914  cubic  yards 
was  excavated  by  contract  work  in  drainage  ditches  at  vari¬ 
ous  points  between  Lacombe  and  Hoadley  during  the  sea¬ 
son.  Corrugated  galvanized  iron  pipes  having  a  total  length 
of  382  lineal  feet  were  also  placed  on  this  portion  of  the  line 
to  facilitate  drainage. 

Tie  replacements  between  Lacombe  and  Hoadley  in¬ 
volved  the  renewal  of  13,341  ties  during  the  season,  most  of 
these  being  required  between  Mile  0  and  Mile  37. 
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Lacombe  terminal  property  was  fenced  with  standard 
woven-wire  fencing  and  repairs  to  right-of-way  fencing  were 
carried  out  wherever  necessary. 

With  the  object  of  securing  additional  accommodation 
and  a  more  convenient  arrangement  of  office  quarters,  vari¬ 
ous  alterations  and  improvements  were  made  to  the  station 
building  at  Lacombe. 

Extensions  were  made  to  the  station  platforms  at  Bent¬ 
ley,  Rimbey  and  Bluffton. 

Two  box-cars  were  purchased  during  the  year  as  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  equipment  of  this  railway. 

Operating  revenues  on  the  Lacombe  &  North-Western 
Railway  amounted  to  $88,205.52,  including  hire  of  equip¬ 
ment,  as  compared  with  $69,964.70  in  1926,  an  increase  for 
the  year  of  $18,240.82.  There  was  an  operating  surplus  for 
the  year  1927  of  $1,558.04  as  against  an  operating  deficit  of 
$4,046.96  in  1926,  an  improvement  of  $5,605.00,  these  figures 
in  each  case  including  hire  of  equipment  and  taxes. 

I  append  hereto  the  following  schedules  and  statements: 

Schedule  “A”, — Statement  of  Railway  Mileage  of  Alberta, 

1905-1927. 

Schedule  “B”, — Statement  of  Railway  Mileages  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Provinces,  1926-1927. 

Schedule  “C”, — Statement  of  Railway  Companies  incorpor¬ 
ated  by  Statutes  of  the  Province  of  Al¬ 
berta  from  1905  to  1927  inclusive. 

Condensed  Income  Statements  of  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B. 
C.  Railway,  Central  Canada  Railway,  Pembina  Valley 
Railway,  Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway,  and  La¬ 
combe  &  North-Western  Railway,  year  ending  December 
31st,  1927. 

Condensed  General  Balance  Sheets  of  Edmonton,  Dunvegan 
&  B.  C.  Railway,  Central  Canada  Railway,  Pembina  Val¬ 
ley  Railway,  Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway,  and 
Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway,  as  at  December  31st, 
1927. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Callaghan, 

Deputy  Minister 
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SCHEDULE “A” 

STATEMENT  OF  RAILWAY  MILEAGE  OF  ALBERTA 

1905-1927 


1905  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

1906  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

1907  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

1908  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

1909  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

1910  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

1911  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

1912  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly. 

1913  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly. 

1914  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly. 
Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway 

1915  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly. 
Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway 
Central  Canada  Railway  . 

1916  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly. 
Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway 
Central  Canada  Railway  . 

1917  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . — 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly 
Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway 

Central  Canada  Railway  . 

Lacombe  &  Blindman  Valley  E.  Rly. 

1918  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  . 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  . 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly 


1060 

Total  Mileage 

1060 

1061 

178 

1239 

1106 

220 

1326 

1106 

220 

40 

1366 

1156 

220 

129 

1505 

1269 

220 

293 

1782 

1387 

329 

384 

2100 

1480 

912 

638 

25 

3055 

1638 

1171 

707 

131 

3647 

1887 

1188 

707 

240 

75 

4097 

1909 

1247 

707 

337 

175 

48 

4423 

1920 

1250 

707 

408 

223 

49 

4557 

1920 

1193 

643 

408 

272 

49 

20 

4505 

1920 

1195 

640 

408 

18  DEPARTMENT  OF  RAILWAYS 

SCHEDULE  “A "—Continued. 


Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  287 

Central  Canada  Railway  . . .  49 

Lacombe  &  Blindman  Valley  E.  Rly.  20 

1919  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  1920 

Canadian  National  Railways  .  1306 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  .  640 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  408 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  294 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  49 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  33 

1920  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  1921 

Canadian  National  Railways  .  1361 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  .  640 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  408 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  284 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  49 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  33 

1921  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  1974 

Canadian  National  Railways  .  1373 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  .  643 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  408 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  282 

Central  Canada  Railway  . 72 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  37 

1922  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  1993 

Canadian  National  Railways  .  1363 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  .  611 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  408 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  282 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  72 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  49 

1923  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  1994 

Canadian  National  Railways  . .  1973 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  408 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  282 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  72 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  49 

1924  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 2009 

Canadian  National  Railways  _ 1974 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  423 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  282 

Central  Canada  Railway  . _...  85 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  49 

1925  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  2076 

Canadian  National  Railways  .  2085 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  423 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  286 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  85 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  49 

1926  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  2078 

Canadian  National  Railways  . 2117 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  423 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  286 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  85 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  72 

1927  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  .  2146 

Canadian  National  Railways  .  2148 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly.  423 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway  286 

Central  Canada  Railway  .  85 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway..  72 

Pembina  Valley  Railway  .  26 


Total  Mileage 

4519 

4650 

4696 

4789 

4778 

4778 

4822 

5004 

5061 

5186 
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SCHEDULE  “B” 

STATEMENT  OF  RAILWAY  MILEAGES  OF  THE 
WESTERN  PROVINCES,  1926-1927 


Ontario. 

West  of  Port  Arthur . 


December  31st  December  31st 

1926  1927 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  ... 
Canadian  National  Railways 


334 

790 

-  1124 


334 

790 

—  1124 


Manitoba. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  ... 
Canadian  National  Railways 
Great  Northern  Railway  . 


1766 

2679 

160 


4605 


1766 

2705 

160 


4631 


Saskatchewan. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  ... 
Canadian  National  Railways 


3442 

3528 

3829 

7271 

3836 

7364 

Alberta. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

2078 

2146 

Canadian  National  Railways  . 

2117 

2148 

Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  B.  C.  Rly. 

423 

423 

Alberta  &  Great  Waterways  Railway 

286 

286 

Central  Canada  Railway  . 

85 

85 

Lacombe  &  North-Western  Railway 

72 

72 

The  Pembina  Valley  Railway  . 

5061 

26 

5186 


British  Columbia. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  . 

Canadian  National  Railways  .... 

Great  Northern  Railway  . 

Pacific  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Kettle  Valley  Railway  . 


1345 

1345 

1430 

1430 

399 

399 

395 

395 

329 

329 

3898  -  3898 


Total  Mileage 


21,959 


22,203 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  RAILWAYS 


SCHEDULE  ”C” 


STATEMENT  OF  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  INCORPOR¬ 
ATED  BY  STATUTES  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF 
ALBERTA  FROM  THE  YEAR  1905  TO  THE 
YEAR  1927  INCLUSIVE 


Name — 


Authorizing  Amending 

Statute  Acts 


Alberta  &  Great  Waterways 
Railway  Company  . 


Alberta  Metropolitan  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Alberta  Midlands  Railway 
Company  . 

Alberta  North-Western  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . . 


Alberta  Oil,  Coal  and  Wheat 
Railway  Company  . . 

Alberta  Pacific  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  . : . 

Alberta  Southern  Railway 
Company  . 

Alberta  Saskatchewan  'Cen¬ 
tral  Railway  Lines  .  . 

Alberta  Western  Railway 
Company  . . . 

Alberta-Hudson’s  Bay  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

(See  High  River  &  Hud¬ 
son’s  Bay  Railway 
Company) 

Athabasca  &  Fort  Vermilion 
Railway  Company  . 

Athabasca  Valley  Railway 
Company  . 


Bassano  Electric  Railway 

Company  .  ... 

Bassano  &  Bow  Valley  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Bow  River  Collieries  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Brule  Lake  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  . 

Burmis-Carbon  Railway 

Company  . 

Calgary-Knee  Hill  Railway 

Company  . 

Calgary  Petrol  Interurban 

Railway  Company  . 

Calgary  South-East  Electric 
Railway  Company  . 


1909,  Ch.  46  1909,  Ch.  16  &  46 

1910  (2),  Ch.  9  &  11 
1913  (2),  Ch.  6,  S.  1 
1915,  Ch.  2,  S.  10 

1911-1912,  Ch.  33  1913  (1),  Ch.  47 

1909,  Ch.  45 

1906,  Ch.  53  1908,  Ch.  29 

1909,  Ch.  47 
1910  (2),  Ch.  46 
1913  (1),  Ch.  9,  S.  14 

1906,  Ch.  48  1909,  Ch.  51 

1910  (2),  Ch.  47  1912,  Ch.  30 

1906,  Ch.  52 
1910  (1),  Ch.  18 

1910  (2),  Ch.  53 


1915,  Ch.  33 
1911-1912,  Ch.  31 

1911-1912,  Ch.  38 
1915,  Ch.  34 
1908,  Ch.  28 

1913  (1),  Ch.  41 

1924,  Ch.  47 
1907,  Ch.  26 
1913  (2),  Ch.  42 
1911-1912,  Ch.  37 


1913  (2),  Ch.  41 
1914,  Ch.  35 
1917,  Ch.  51 

1913  (2),  Ch.  2,  S.  24 


1910  (1),  Ch.  21 
1913  (1),  Ch.  45 

1915,  Ch.  35 
1917,  Ch.  52 


1909,  Ch.  41 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1927 

SCHEDULE  “C” — Continued. 


21 


Name — 

Calgary  &  South-Western 
Railway  Company  . 


Calgary,  Carbon  &  Red  Deer 
Railway  Company  . 

(See  Knee  Hill  Railway) 

Canadian- American  Collier¬ 
ies  Ltd . 

Canadian  Northern  Western 
Railway  Company  . 


Carbon  Hill  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  . 

Canmore  Railway  Company.. 

Central  Canada  Railway 
Company  . 


Chestermere  &  Calgary  Sub¬ 
urban  Railway  Company  .. 

Chinook  Railway  Company.. 

Cochrane  &  South-Western 
Railway  Company  . . 

Crow’s  Nest  Pass  Street 
Railway  Company  . 

Crow’s  Nest  &  Prairie  Elec¬ 
tric  Railway  Company  .... 

Crow’s  Nest  &  Tent  Moun¬ 
tain  Railway  Company  .... 

Diamond  Railway  Company.. 

Edmonton  &  Athabasca  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Edmonton  Interurban  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Edmonton,  North-Western 
Radial  Railway  Company.. 

Edmonton  Radial  Tramways 


Edmonton,  Stony  Plain  & 
Wabamun  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  . 

Elbow  River  Suburban  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

High  River  &  Hudson’s  Bay 
Railway  Company  . 


Alberta-Hudson’s  Bay  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . . 

Knee  Hill  Railway  Company 


Authorizing 

Statute 

1918,  Ch.  57 


1923,  Ch.  68 
1910  (2),  Ch.  48 

1908,  Ch.  39 
191G,  Ch.  43 

1913  (1),  Ch.  16 


1910  (2),  Ch.  52 
1913  (1),  Ch.  39 

1911-1912,  Ch.  34 
1911-1912,  Ch.  41 

1907,  Ch.  28 

1917,  Ch.  54 
1917,  Ch.  25 

1906,  Ch.  51 
1910  (2),  Ch.  49 

1914,  Ch.  32 

1908,  Ch.  33 

1913  (1),  Ch.  54 
1913  (1),  Ch.  51 
1910  (2),  Ch.  51 

1907,  Ch.  27 


Amending 

Acts 


1921,  Ch.  71 
1923,  Ch.  61 

1925,  Ch.  70 

1926,  Ch.  74 

1927,  Ch.  79 

1911-1912,  Ch.  32 


1925,  Ch.  69 

1911-1912,  Ch.  29 
1913  (1),  Ch.  40 
1915,  Ch.  2,  S.  8 

1910  (1),  Ch.  20 


1914,  Ch.  30 

1915,  Ch.  36 

1917,  Ch.  53 

1918,  Ch.  4,  S.  15 

1919,  Ch.  4,  S.  9 

1920,  Ch.  4,  S.  18 

1921,  Ch.  5,  S.  41 

1913  (1),  Ch.  49 
1914,  Ch.  34 


1911-1912,  Ch.  36 


1909,  Ch.  28 
1911-1912,  Ch.  68,  S. 
1 


1915,  Ch.  37 

1915,  Ch.  38 

1913  (1),  Ch.  42 
1914,  Ch.  33 

1916,  Ch.  42 

1917,  Ch.  55 

1920,  Ch.  48 
1911-1912,  Ch.  32 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  RAILWAYS 


SCHEDULE  “C”— Continued. 


Name — 

Kootenay,  Alberta  &  Atha¬ 
basca  Railway  Company  .. 

Kootenay  &  Alberta  Railway 

Company  . 

Lacombe  &  Blindman  Valley 
Electric  Railway  Company 


Lacombe  &  North-Western 
Railway  Company  . 

Lacombe  &  Brosseau  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Lacombe,  Bullockville  &  Alix 
Electric  Railway  Company 

Lethbridge  Radial  Tramway 
Company  . . . 

Luscar  Collieries  Ltd . 

Magrath  Railway  Company.. 

Maharg  Electric  Railway 
Company  . 

Medicine  Hat  Electric  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . 

Medicine  Hat  Central  Rail¬ 
way  Company  . . 

Medicine  Hat  &  Southern 
Railway  Company  . 

Medicine  Lake  Collieries 
Railway  . 

Peace  River  &  Great  West¬ 
ern  Railway  Company  . 

Pembina  Valley  Railway  .... 

Pincher  Creek,  Cardston, 
Montana  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  . 

Pincher  Creek  &  Southern 
Railway  Company  . 

Red  Deer  Railway  Company 

Red  Deer  Valley  Railway 
Company  . . 

Royal  Collieries  Railway 
Company  . . 

Smoky  Valley  &  Peace  River 
Railway  Company  . 

South-East  Calgary  Electric 
Railway  Company  . 

Southern  Alberta  Railway 
Company  . 

Strathcona  Radial  Tramway.. 

Strathcona  Central  Railway 
Company  . 

Taber  Transit  Company  . 


Statute 

Authorizing 

1906,  Ch.  49 

1909,  Ch.  44 

1909,  Ch.  48 


1910  (1),  Ch.  19 

1909,  Ch.  49 

1907,  Ch.  30 
1921,  Ch.  78 
1911-1912,  Ch.  35 

1911-1912,  Ch.  39 

1911-1912,  Ch.  40 

1919,  Ch.  60 

1913  (1),  Ch.  50 

1924,  Ch.  46 

1910  (2),  Ch.  50 
1926,  Ch.  62 

1906,  Ch.  48 

1909,  Ch.  38 

1907,  Ch.  29 

1917,  Ch.  56 
1909,  Ch.  37 

1915,  Ch.  39 

1911-1912,  Ch.  37 

1909,  Ch.  40 
N.  W.  T. 

1904,  Ch.  34 

1909,  Ch.  42 
1913  (1),  Ch.  44 


Amending 

Acts 


1910  (2),  Ch.  55 
1913  (1),  Ch.  53 
1917,  Ch.  23 
1919,  Ch.  29 

1921,  Ch.  55 


1910  (2),  Ch.  54 
1913  (1),  Ch.  52 


1927,  Ch.  78 
1913  (1),  Ch.  38 


1909,  Ch.  51 


1909,  Ch.  39 


1906,  Ch.  45 

1907,  Ch.  31 

1914,  Ch.  2,  S.  22 
1916,  Ch.  41 


Tramways,  Ltd .  1913  (1),  Ch.  48 

Vermilion  &  Cold  Lake  Rail¬ 
way  Company  .  1906,  Ch.  50  1907,  Ch.  24 
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THE  EDMONTON,  DUNVEGAN  &  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

RAILWAY  COMPANY 


CONDENSED  INCOME  STATEMENT  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Operating  Revenues — 


Freight  . $  950,270.53 

Passenger  .  241,128.82 

Excess  Baggage  .  1,991.62 

Sleeping  Car  .  21,225.80 

Mail  . 20,532.59 

Express  .  34,091.71 

Switching  .  10,908.87 

Dining  Car  . .  18,775.20 

Storage — Freight  .  536.37 

Storage — Baggage  .  635.95 

Demurrage  .  1,048.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  . . . ,.  10,795.22 

Rent  of  Buildings  and  Other  Property....  5,203.84 

Miscellaneous  Revenue  .  3,945.57 

Joint  Facility — Cr.  . .  45.55 

Joint  Facility — Dr .  66.18 

- $ 


1,321,069.46 


Operating  Expenses — 


Maintenance  of  Way  and  Structures . $  557,418.68 

Maintenance  of  Equipment  .  115,909.14 

Traffic  . 8,777.52 

Transportation  . 463,862.20 

Miscellaneous  Operations  .  14,365.23 

General  . . .  21,242.45 

Transportation  for  Investment . Cr.  890.27 

- - : - $ 

Net  Operating  Revenue  . . $ 


1,180,684.95 

140,384.51 


Taxes 


9,055.42 


Net  Railway  Operating  Revenue  . $  131,329.09 

Outside  Operations — Net  Revenue  .  328.88 

Net  Operating  Income  . . . $  131,657.97 

Non-Operating  Income  . $  39,573.79 

Non-Operation  Expenses — (inch  interest)....  9317243.13 

Net  Non-Operating  Loss  . $  891,669.34 

*Net  Corporate  Loss  . -$  760,011.37 

*The  net  corporate  loss  shown  above  includes  interest  charges  and  re¬ 
construction  of  road  purchased.  Excluding  these  two  items  and  sundry 
income  accounts  the  railway  operations  show  a  profit  ol  $330,902.34  lor 
the  year  1927,  as  follows: 


Interest  . $  753,915.91 

Reconstruction  .  360,038.27 

$  1,113,954.18 

Less:  Corporate  Loss  .  760,011.37 

$  353,942.81 

Less:  Sundry  Income  Accounts  .  14,040.47 

Net  Surplus,  as  per  Report  . $  339,902.34 
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CENTRAL  CANADA  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


CONDENSED  INCOME  STATEMENT  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Operating  Revenues — 


Freight  . $  54,663.86 

Passenger  .  17,472.90 

Excess  Baggage  .  174.74 

Sleeping  Car  .  1,287.60 

Mail  .  979.27 

Express  .  1,933.00 

Switching  .  12.00 

Storage — Freight  .  165.62 

Storage — Baggage  .  6.91 

Demurrage  .  341.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  .  619.57 

Rent  of  Buildings  and  Other  Property  ....  496.84 

Miscellaneous  Revenue  .  486.85 

- $  78,640.16 

Operating  Expenses — 

Maintenance  of  Way  and  Structures  . $  75,639.36 

Maintenance  of  Equipment  .  12,890.92 

Traffic  . 1,553.05 

Transportation  .  73,949.99 

General  .  3,985.25 

- $  168,018.57 

Net  Operating  Deficit  . $  89,378.41 

Taxes  .  1,041.77 


Net  Railway  Operating  Loss . $  90,420.18 

Outside  Operations — Net  Revenue  .  961.63 


Net  Operating  Loss  . $  89,458.55 

Non-Operating  Income  . $  4,043.12 

Non-Operating  Expenses  (incl.  interest)  ....  203,303.52 


Net  Non-Operating  Loss  . $  199,260.40 


*Net  Corporate  Loss  . $  288,718.95 


*The  net  corporate  loss  shown  above  includes  interest  charges  and 
reconstruction  of  road  purchased.  Excluding  these  two  items  and  sundry 
income  accounts  the  railway  operations  show  a  loss  of  $66,234.44  for  the 
year  1927,  as  follows: 

Net  Corporate  Loss  . $  288,718.95 

Less:  Interest  . $  176,030.64 

Reconstruction  .  45,798.57 

-  221,829.21 


$  66,889.74 

.  655.30 


Less:  Sundry  Income  Accounts 
Net  Deficit,  as  per  Report 


66,234.44 
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THE  PEMBINA  VALLEY  RAILWAY 


CONDENSED  INCOME  STATEMENT  YEAR  ENDING  DEC. 


Operating  Revenues — 


Freight  . $  3,226.13 

Passenger  . 358.18 

Excess  Baggage  . . .44 

Express  . . .  54.17 

Demurrage  .  2.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  .  22.34 

Rent  of  Buildings  and  Other  Property  ....  11.74 

Miscellaneous  Revenue  .  15.00 

- $ 

Operating  Expenses — 

Maintenance  of  Way  and  Structures  . $  1,199.42 

Maintenance  of  Equipment  .  465.42 

Traffic  .  213.14 

Transportation  .  3,718.34 

General  .. .  481.87 

Transportation  for  Investment  .  Cr.  .26 

- $ 

Net  Operating  Deficit  . $ 

Outside  Operations — Net  Revenue  . $ 


Net  Operating  Income  . $ 

Non-Operating  Income  . $  600.00 

Non-Operating  Expenses  .  1,882.97 


Net  Non-Operating  Loss  . $ 


Net  Corporate  Loss  . . $ 
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31st,  1927 


3,690.00 


6,077.93 

2,387.93 

3,022.48 


634.55 


1,282.97 


648.42 
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THE  ALBERTA  &  GREAT  WATERWAYS  RAILWAY 

COMPANY 


CONDENSED  INCOME  STATEMENT  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Operating  Revenues — 


Freight  . $  201,485.76 

Passenger  .  50,046.86 

Excess  Baggage  .  620.14 

Sleeping  Car  .  4,841.45 

Mail  .  2,175.31 

Express  .  19,112.98 

Switching  .  91.26 

Dining  and  Buffet  .  5,681.75 

Station  and  Train  Privileges  .  720.00 

Storage — Freight  .  69.25 

Storage — Baggage  .  34.30 

Demurrage  .  213.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  .  1,757.55 

Rent  of  Buildings  and  Other  Property  ..  1,868.67 

Miscellaneous  .  236.89 

Joint  Facility — Cr . . .  66.18 

Joint  Facility — Dr .  45.54 

- $ 


Operating  Expenses — - 


Maintenance  of  Way  and  Structures . $  138,968.79 

Maintenance  of  Equipment  .  32,050.85 

Traffic  .  3,432.65 

Transportation  .  85,269.04 

Miscellaneous  Operations  .  4,862.48 

General  .  9,451.75 

- $ 

Net  Operating  Revenue  . $ 

Taxes  . 


288,975.81 


274,035.56 

14,940.25 

5,233.41 


Net  Railway  Operating  Income  . $  9,706.84 

Outside  Operation — Net  Loss  . $  3,199.56 


Net  Operating  Income 


$  6,507.28 


Non-Operating  Income  . $  41,779.25 

Non-Operating  Expenses  (inch  interest)  .  766,834.86 


Net  Non-Operating  Loss 


725,055.61 


Net  Corporate  Loss 


$  718,548.33 


Reconciliation 


Net  Railway  Operating  Income  as  Above . $  9,706.84 

Add  Hire  of  Equipment  (net)  .  23,050.91 

Net  Surplus  as  per  Report  . $  32,757.75 
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LACOMBE  &  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

CONDENSED  INCOME  STATEMENT  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31st,  1927 


\ 


Operating  Revenues — 


Freight  . $  66,474.50 

Passenger  .  11,540.53 

Excess  Baggage  .  106.01 

Express  . 3,610.52 

Switching  .  5.00 

Special  Service  Train  .  357.50 

Storage — Freight  .  34.38 

Storage — Baggage  . 1.50 

Demurrage  .  176.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  .  248.52 

Rent  of  Buildings  and  Other  Property  ....  911.21 

Miscellaneous  .  90.35 

- $ 


83,556.02 


Operating  Expenses — 


Maintenance  of  Way  and  Structures . 

Maintenance  of  Equipment  . 

Traffic  . 

Transportation  . j. 

General  . 

Transportation  for  Investment  . 

Net  Operating  Revenue  . 

Taxes  . 

...$  27,883.10 

5, ‘911. 04 
680.73 
38,795.71 
3,159.40 
i.  Cr.  213.98 

$ 

76,216.00 

7,340.02 

906.01 

. $ 

Net  Railway  Operating  Income  . 

. $ 

6,434.01 

Outside  Operations — Net  Revenue  . 

152.09 

Net  Operating  Income  . 

. $ 

6,586.10 

Non-Operating  Income  . 

-$ 

5,637.06 

Non-Operating  Expenses  (inch  interest)... 

146,215.71 

Net  Non-Operating  Loss  . 

. $ 

140,578.65 

Net  Corporate  Loss  . 

. -$ 

133,992.55 

Reconciliation 

Net  Railway  Operating  Income  as  Above  . 

Deduct  Hire  of  Equipment  (net)  . 

. $ 

6,434.01 

4,875.97 

Net  Surplus  as  per  Report 


1,558.04 
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DEPARTMENT  OP  RAILWAYS 


THE  EDMONTON,  DUNVEGAN  &  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

RAILWAY  COMPANY 


CONDENSED  GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Assets 

Railway  . „ . . . . $12,080,379.34 

Equipment  .  870,335.21 

Miscellaneous  Physical  Property  .  20,868.44 

Current  Assets  . . . .  1,042,462.71 

Deferred  Assets  .  94,664.42 

Unadjusted  Debits  . 57,953.20 

Deficit  . 9,015,547.25 


$23,182,210.57 

Liabilities 

Capital  Stock  . . . $  250,000.00 

Four  Per  Cent  Guaranteed  Debentures  .  7,000,000.00 

Four  and  One-Half  Per  Cent  First  Mortgage  Bonds  .  2,420,000.00 

Province  of  Alberta — Loans  and  Advance  .  4,614,337.54 

Surplus — Royal  Bank  Settlement  .  2,551,424.26 

Federal  Subsidy — Grande  Prairie  Branch  .  338,382.48 

Provincial  Treasurer — Interest  .  4,841,131.67 

Current  Liabilities  .  1,027,631.34 

Deferred  Liabilities  . . .  718.78 

Unadjusted  Credits  .  138,584.50 


$23,182,210.57 


CENTRAL  CANADA  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


,  <  ,  ■> 

CONDENSED  GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Assets 

Railway  . . . . . $  3,512,646.16 

Equipment  . 12,516.24 

Miscellaneous  Physical  Property  . 2,642.49 

Current  Assets  . 34,023.65 

Deferred  Assets  . 931.34 

Unadjusted  Debits  . 7,313.77 

Deficit  .  2,293,861.13 


$  5,863,934.78 

Liabilities 

Capital  Stock  . $  221,350.00 

Province  of  Alberta  Loans  .  3,331,724.36 

Subsidies — Peace  River  Bridge  . 350,000.00 

Provincial  Treasurer — Interest  .  1,318,930.17 

Current  Liabilities  .  609,720.72 

Unadjusted  Credits  .  32,209.53 


$  5,863,934.78 
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THE  PEMBINA  VALLEY  RAILWAY 


CONDENSED  GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  DEC.  31st,  1927 


DECEMBER  31st,  1927 

Assets 

Railway  . $  701,372.09 

Equipment  .  49,285.13 

Miscellaneous  Physical  Property  .  2,653.05 

Current  Assets  . . .  42’850.56 

Deferred  Assets  . 3,893.34 

Unadjusted  Debits  .  820.00 

Deficit  . 648.42 


$  801,522.59 


Liabilities 

Province  of  Alberta  Advance  . * . $  775,000.00 

Current  Liabilities  . . . .  21,619.65 

Unadjusted  Credits  .  4,902.94 


$  801,522.59 


THE  ALBERTA  &  GREAT  WATERW  AYS  RAILWAY 

COMPANY 


CONDENSED  GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Assets 

Railway  . $10,327,603.24 

Equipment  .  481,636.51 

Miscellaneous  Physical  Property  .  83,647.32 

Current  Assets  .  269,311.72 

Deferred  Assets  .  250.97 

Unadjusted  Debits  .  1,259.45 

Deficit  .  4,604,434.45 


$15,768,143.66 

Liabilities 

Capital  Stock  . $  50,000.00 

Five  Per  Cent  First  Mortgage  Debentures  .  7,400,000.00 

Province  of  Alberta  Loans  .  3,491,456.00 

Provincial  Treasurer — Interest  .  4,704,677.75 

Current  Liabilities  . 91,577.76 

Unadjusted  Credits  .  30,432.15 


$15,768,143.66 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  RAILWAYS 


LACOMBE  &  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


CONDENSED  GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  DEC.  31st,  1927 


Assets 


Railway  . $  2,814,240.21 

Equipment  . 107,894.40 

Miscellaneous  Physical  Property .  12,508.29 

Current  Assets  .  71,640.46 

Deferred  Assets  .  1,417.65 

Unadjusted  Debits  .  70.88 

Deficit  .  533,797.60 


$  3,541,569.49 

Liabilities 


Capital  Stock  . $  500,000.00 

Five  Per  Cent  First  Mortgage  Bonds  .  273,700.00 

Province  of  Alberta  Loans  .  1,922,315.19 

Provincial  Treasurer — Interest  .  826,576.06 

Current  Liabilities  .  11,294.07 

Unadjusted  Credits  .  7,684.17 


$  3,541,569.49 


■J 


